A Prayer for the Second

Anniversary of Laudato Si’

On this second anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’: Care for Our Common
Home, let us reflect on our responsibility as Catholic health ministry to be responsible
stewards of God’s creation. Human beings have many duties concerning creation, from
conservation to actively protecting from harm all the elements of this world. In Laudato S/’
Pope Francis appeals to the world; asking that we all work together to protect our planet:

| urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our
planet. We need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental
challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all. [...]

Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the environmental crisis have
proved ineffective, not only because of powerful opposition but also because of a more
general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of believers, can
range from denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind
confidence in technical solutions. We require a new and universal solidarity. [...] All of
us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of creation, each according to his
or her own culture, experience, involvements and talents. (14)

As we consider the changes needed to better steward the earth, let us also celebrate God’s
creation in prayer.

O God, we thank you for this earth, our home;
For the wide sky and the blessed sun,

For the salt sea and the running water,

For the everlasting hills

And the never-resting winds,

For trees and the common grass underfoot.
We thank you for our senses

By which we hear the songs of birds,

And see the splendor of the summer fields,
And taste of the autumn fruits,

And rejoice in the feel of the snow,

And smell the breath of the spring.

Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;
And save our souls from being so blind

That we pass unseeing

When even the common thorn bush

Is aflame with your glory,

O God our creator,

Who lives and reigns forever and ever.* Amen.

The prayer, “The Beauty of Nature” is by Walter Rauschenbusch, as found on Living God's Justice: Reflections and Prayers
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